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Cascade Locks’ News




Where the Bridge of the Gods spans the Heart of the Gorge; where mountain, wind, and water create the best sailing in the Northwest; and where the “CL” on the license plate stands for Cascade Locks, the second largest city in Hood River County!


City Council:

· Tom Cramblett, Mayor 
· Deanna Busdieker
· Bruce Fitzpatrick
· Glenda Groves
· Richard Randall
· Kevin Rutherford
· Bobby Walker



City Hall will be closed at noon on Friday, Dec. 23, for the Christmas holiday and Friday, Dec. 30 for the New Year holiday. Because of the holidays, utility bills will be due no later than 5:00 p.m. Jan. 3, to avoid a $10 red tag fee.  Red Tags for non-payment will be issued on Wednesday, Jan. 4, to all accounts that have outstanding balances.

Christmas Giving Tree: Please come to City Hall Office anytime between Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-5:00 pm and choose a tag for a boy or girl from the giving tree.  Purchase that child a gift and return the unwrapped gift to City Hall by Dec. 5 at 5:00 p.m. with the tag.  The Elves will wrap and deliver the gift to the children on Dec. 19 and 20.  This is our 25th year of Christmas gift giving to our community’s children.  We are so thankful for the support from our community that makes the giving tree possible. Thank you!  

Festival of Lights: Come celebrate the holiday season with Santa and his elves!  This is a great time to get acquainted and visit with friends and neighbors.  Children will get a free picture with Santa and a special treat.  Festival Volunteers will be serving up hot cocoa, coffee and delicious cookies!  Elves will be hosting crafts for kids.  Don’t miss this fun holiday event, Sunday, Dec. 4, 3:00-5:00 pm, City Hall Gym. 

Cascade Locks Business Association Annual Home Lighting Contest. Entry forms are available at City Hall.  You must submit your entry by Monday, December 12. Judging will take place on Wednesday Dec. 14.  First Place is $100.  Second Place wins $75.  Third Place prize is $50. Judging Criteria:  It’s not how many lights you use, but how the lights are displayed.

November Elections: 75% of the registered voters returned ballots in the local city elections this year.  The winners are: 
For Mayor:	Tom Cramblett
For City Council Four Year Positions:	
		Bobby Walker
Bruce J Fitzpatrick 
Glenda Groves
For City Council Two Year Position:
		Carl Zerfing













				
City Staff:

· Gordon Zimmerman, 
	   City Administrator
· Kathy Woosley, 
   City Recorder
· Marianne Bump, Finance Officer
· Sheldon Price, Public Works Supervisor
· Jessica Bennett, Fire Station Captain
· Larry Massey, Electric Department Supervisor



City Hall
PO Box 308
140 WaNaPa St.
Cascade Locks,
Oregon 97014
541-374-8484
www.cascade-locks.or.us
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Volunteers needed! SMART stands for "Start Making A Reader Today." 

The program partners together with local schools throughout the State of Oregon place adult volunteers as reading buddies for just one hour per week with K-3rd grade students. Last year nearly 5,000 volunteers served 10,000 students in our state. It's easy to do and lots of fun! No experience is needed. Students benefit from an enjoyable reading experience, time with positive adult role models, and free books to take home to keep. Interested? Call the school at 541-374-8467 or visit: www.getsmartoregon.org. 

Bonneville Dam Locks Closure: This important reminder comes from our colleagues at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. There will be a 14-week long closure of the Bonneville Dam Locks (and all other locks in the Columbia and Snake River System). This means no river traffic from Dec. 12 to Mar. 20.  Additional information is at http://www.nww.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/FY17LockOutage.aspx.

Meals on Wheels:  Amy Mallett is the Executive Director of the Hood River Valley Adult Center, which is responsible for the Meals on Wheels program for Hood River County.   Working in collaboration with great partners we have finally gotten to the point where we can offer this service to Cascade Locks!!  Paul Koch has made it possible for us to keep a freezer at the Port in order to store the meals, the Oregon Food Bank, Providence Hospital and a Private donor have donated the funds to purchase a brand new freezer, and Providence Hospital has granted us $3,000 to use specifically for the Cascade Locks Meals on Wheels extension.  For now, we will only be able to deliver frozen meals to Cascade Locks.  If we have a high amount of seniors who meet the requirements of the program, we may be able to serve hot meals during the week and just have the frozen meals on the weekends. Providence hospital case workers are contacting seniors we hope to sign up.  If you are interested in the program and you meet the criteria, and have a need for home delivered meals, please contact me with any questions you might have at (541)386-2060 or hrvacamy@gorge.net.

New Holiday Lighting:  Thanks to insurance payments to the Port and City Council budget authority, we are seeing new holiday lighting in Tool House Park and along WaNaPa Street.  It will take about three years to completely replace the old pole decorations with the new snowflakes.  In additions several businesses along WaNaPa will be placing white-lighted 5 pointed stars on their buildings to add to the décor.  The Cascade Locks Business Association is also encouraging businesses to outline their buildings with white lights.

[bookmark: _GoBack]News from ODOT: Kristen Stallman reports "The Federal Lands Access Program has awarded the Oregon Department of Transportation Department $28 Million to complete the Mitchell Point Crossing (which may or may not include a new tunnel). These funds will also allow ODOT and partner agencies to complete the engineering designs for the final five miles and construct trail connections to Perham Creek and east of Mitchell Point.  However, we are not quite done. Even with this substantial funding, we still have more fundraising to do to connect the trail between Viento and Hood River. Stay tuned, 2017 is going to be an exciting year in the Gorge!”

We’re growing! Per the Population Research Center at Portland State University, the City of Cascade Locks’ population grew from 1225 in 2015 to 1250 in 2016.  With 38 new housing starts in 2016, we should see more population growth next year!
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