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Where the Bridge of the Gods spans the Heart of the Gorge; where mountain, wind, and water create the best sailing in the Northwest; and where the “CL” on the license plate stands for Cascade Locks, the second largest city in Hood River County!
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Rain, Wind, and Power

	Does it seem to you that the electric power goes out more often and for longer periods of time this year?  That’s an accurate perception.  Here are some of the reasons why.
	The biggest reason this year is rain and wind.  December is heading for the record of being the wettest since records have been kept.  It seems El Nino is soaking the west coast this year.  The snow pack on Mt. Hood is already 162% of normal according to the Oregonian.  It has rained every day in December this year.  With all that moisture the ground is saturated which increased the danger of landslides and loose soils.
	When big or intense wind storms hit the Gorge (we’ve had one big and one intense wind storm in December), the larger established trees are extremely stressed.  It isn’t the normal branches breaking off and falling through power lines this year, although there is some of that.  This year it is the old, established trees falling across all powerlines and taking out poles for stretches at a time.
The second reason the outings are lasting longer is because it’s not just one tree.  It’s a lot of trees that can take out multiple spans in many locations across the entire distribution system from Wyeth to Bridal Veil.  You have to move the trees out of the way before repairs can be made.  It’s easier and quicker to move branches than trees.
	This year alone the City is approaching spending $100,000 in emergency repair costs.  We have to call in extra crews to help get the power back on as quickly as we can.  Those crews can work for 24 hours straight before being required to take a rest break.  Then they get right back out to continue working on the repairs until everyone is back on.  These crews cost up to $15,000 per day.
	These crews make repairs to the distribution system.  Sometimes the repairs are just patches to restore the system as fast as possible.  After the system is repaired and everyone has power restored, out City crew has to examine the whole system and make permanent repairs where needed.  Every time a power line snaps, it is spliced together.  These splices are not as strong as the original line.  It is just too costly to string new wire everywhere to upgrade the system.  We can just make the needed repairs, then when summer comes around, we can prioritize and select those areas that get upgrades.
	We do what we can with the resources we have and we appreciate your patience when the power goes out.  We also appreciate the hard work of our City crews do to get the power restored because it is always in the worst weather.  They do a great job.
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When Disaster Strikes!
By Jessica Bennett

	The New Year is an exciting time, full of all sorts of potential if you choose to view it that way. Now the holidays are over, winter is in full swing and most everyone is tired of looking at gray skies and being wet. Our winter weather is just getting started though. Traditionally, January and February seem to be our worst winter months as far as snow and ice appearances. Preparing now can save you stress and the anxiety of extended weather related issues.
	Make sure that you have your 72 hour emergency kit ready to go, up to date, and easily accessible. Have your extra flashlights and batteries or emergency candles in locations that are easily identifiable in the dark. Have extra fuel stored if you have a generator for power. It’s always best to be prepared and not need it than to need it and not be prepared. 
	If you have needs, such as home oxygen or medications that need to be refrigerated, make sure you have enough extra to last you a couple days but also be sure to let us know. When you go to City Hall you can inform us by tearing off the bottom of this article, filling it out, and leaving it there. This way, in the event of a long-term outage, we can identify those who may have medical needs that won’t be able to manage at home and where they are. It better helps us help you in this type of emergency and allows us to prepare. 
	Weather reports, though frequently wrong, can alert us to what we could soon be facing. Checking them regularly can keep you up to date on changing winter weather conditions and warnings being released in our area. When there are warnings, staying indoors is the safest thing you can do. That’s not always possible with work and children and school, but staying indoors and off the roads as much as you can is the best compromise you can make with yourself. Even walking around on the icy ground can be dangerous! 
	This winter was predicted to be mild, but so far we have seen gale force winds that ripped trees out of the ground, bone-crushing ice that made travel treacherous, and flood level rains trying to wash us away. So far it hasn’t been very mild. Be safe, be prepared, and help us help you. For more information you can visit our website at www.cascadelocksfire.com or you can call the fire station at 541-374-8510.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Please sign up for emergency updates and notifications at http://www.co.hood-river.or.us/ Hood River County Citizen Alert Opt-In System.  This is the Reverse 911 system we can use to notify every citizen of emergency situations or important notifications through phone calls to your land line or cell phone, emails, and texts.


Name: _________________________________         Cell phone #:________________________

Physical Address: _________________________________

     _________________________________

Medical Condition: 
 ______________________________________________________________________________
	(Only state your needs on this line. Eg: home oxygen, refrigerated medicine, etc.)































 

