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[bookmark: _GoBack]THE ARGUMENTS AGAINST A NESTLÉ WATERS NORTH AMERICA (NWNA)
WATER BOTTLING PLANT IN CASCADE LOCKS

Through the many meetings held by both the Port Commission and the City Council a list of arguments against the Nestlé Waters North America (NWNA) proposed water bottling plant has been generated.  This list is outlined below with a response for each argument.  This list is not meant to be disrespectful to any person or community.  It is simply an effort to respond with clarification addressing the validity of the argument.  The City Council and the Port Commission do listen to these concerns.  It should be noted, however, some of the mitigation of these issues will come in addressing the concerns through contract language.  While any contract between the parties will be approved in open regular session of the governing body, the negotiation of that contract will not be held, nor should be held, in public.

CORPORATE INTERESTS IN PUBLIC WATER

1. The privatization of public water

Every municipality and water district in Oregon sells water to commercial interests as part of their normal sales.  The City of Cascade Locks water rights are approved for the purpose of municipal use.  Those municipal uses include the sale of water to residences, commercial enterprises and businesses within the City limits of Cascade Locks.  Each business uses water to produce, manage (or office use), or distribute their product.  In this particular case there is no intention or request to transfer any water rights to any corporate interest.

2. Corporation taking over government

The sale of water within the legally permitted zoning laws to residences, commercial businesses, or industrial concerns does not constitute “taking over the government.”  It generates a customer.

3. The marketing practices of Nestlé 
Everything we know about a product comes from marketing that product.  It is the consumer’s responsibility to determine if that product is right for the consumer to purchase.  If Nestlé is successful in persuading customers to purchase their product over another competing product within the legal confines of commercial trade, then they have the right to enjoy the profits (or losses) resulting from the sale of their product or service.
4. Profits sent overseas (Nestlé)
While the profits (estimated at less than 10% of the revenue) are sent overseas, the wages of the employees, the costs of the inventory, and the contracts with shippers all stay in the areas where the employees live, the inventory is created, or the truckers live.
THE DEGRADATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT THROUGH PLASTICS
5. The efficacy of bottled water and the proliferation of plastic bottles

This is a philosophical issue that each consumer must decide for himself in his own situation and with his own morals.  The plastic from bottled water is not the only source of plastic in the waste stream or on the beaches.  Banning plastic from food producers or soda distributors, from car parts to everyday household items, is a larger issue than the production of bottled water which is only .04% of the total water used in the United States.

THE IMPACT ON THE TRIBES

6. Negative impact on fish and livelihood of fishers

The removal of 5% of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Oxbow Spring water right amounts to 118 million gallons per year from the spring.  This amount of water could irrigate only 181 acres according to Oregon Water Resources Department Water Master, if it was located in an agricultural area.  It is not.  This water is not available to the agricultural areas of the county.

100 million gallons of water flows by Cascade Locks every minute of every day since records began being kept.  Losing one minute of water flow from the Columbia River over a year’s time would not even be noticed by the fish or the fishers. The idea that Hood River County water should stay in Hood River County defies the law of gravity and the water cycle.

7. Violation of Treaty of 1855
The Treaty of 1855 protects the Native Americans fishing and gathering rights.  It requires the notification of the treaty tribes to be notified if there is any possibility of water use impacting those rights.  
8. Violation of Oregon Senate Bill 770 (ORS 182.162-168)
That notification required by the Oregon Senate Bill is to come from the State when applications are made to adjust water rights.  It is the City’s understanding that those notifications from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Oregon Water Resources Department were not made in a timely fashion.
9. ARPA (Archeological Resource Protection Act)
As with any project that disturbs the ground, the City will follow the ARPA requirements.
10. NAGPRA (Native American Grave Protection and Reparation Act)
As with any project that disturbs the ground, the City will follow the NAGPRA requirements.
THE IMPACT OF INCREASED TRUCK TRAFFIC

11. Traffic in the residential neighborhoods.

Nestlé Waters North America (NWNA) stated in an early press release that no trucks would be sent through residential neighborhoods along Forest Lane to reach the Business Park.  The City Council has made it clear that they will hold NWNA to that promise.

12. No designated truck routes or truck solution.
The City continues to work with the Oregon Department of Transportation to develop designated truck routes for truck traffic trying to get to the Business Park, not only for Nestlé, but also for all truck traffic.  Several steps to accomplish this goal have been identified and are being pursued through ODOT and through the State legislature.  Again, the City Council is committed to the requirement that no trucks will be allowed in residential areas and that trucks must travel east bound to the Wyeth interchange and use Exit 47 for approaching the Business Park.
13. Downtown traffic circulation and pedestrian safety.
The City is always concerned about traffic circulation and pedestrian safety in town.  Unfortunately, WaNaPa Street is a State Highway (US 30) and the responsibility for maintenance and improvements belong to the State.  That being said, the City is exploring the addition of more and better signed crosswalks in town.  We will also be conducting a workshop about parking improvements May 16 at 7:00 p.m. in City Hall Council Chambers.
14. Damages the aesthetic character of downtown businesses, livability and safety.
When the City completes the development of alternate truck routes, the livability and safety of downtown Cascade Locks will be enhanced, but some businesses may be hurt by the elimination of truck traffic.  This may be an unintended consequence.  Bringing new businesses to town which has always been a goal of the City and the Port of Cascade Locks will also impact the aesthetic character of downtown (hopefully, positively.)
THE WORKFORCE EMPLOYED BY NWNA

15. Non-Union employment for construction and production.

NWNA is not required to hire union employees under Federal, State, or local law.
16. No guarantee that jobs will go to locals.
NWNA will hire the most qualified people for the positions it employs.  The opportunity then is for our citizens to be the most qualified.  NWNA has job descriptions available for the following positions:  Production Technician, Quality Assurance Technician, Warehouse Supply Chain Person, and Maintenance Mechanic.
17. Lack of job readiness by locals.
The City is working with Mt. Hood Community College, Columbia Gorge Community College, and Clark Community College to develop courses and training that will help local citizens qualify for the jobs at the plant.
THE PUBLIC INPUT INTO THE PROCESS

18. Lack of public and tribal review of water rights transfer.

Every application filed by the City and ODFW has had the required public comment periods established by State law.  

Both the Umatilla and Warm Springs Tribal Councils have written letters to the State expressing concern about the process involved with this project.  Neither expressly stated disagreement with the project.

19. Fosters distrust of local elected officials to advocate for the community.
We live in a representative democracy which means that we elect people to represent out interests at the Federal, State, County, and local level.  We entrust these people with our vote.  We also recognize that we may have differing opinions and goals.  The political process may be messy at times, but we trust that the majority opinion is best for the community.
20. Dividing the community.
Please see the previous response.
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

21. Frees up 25 acres in Business Park that may be marketed. 

This is an opportunity cost.  If we can’t do one thing with a resource, the City and Port may be able to do something else with that same resource.




22. 1.0 cfs of water would be available to other users.
This represents 25% of the City’s total water right from the Herman Creek aquifer.  The City currently uses .4 cubic feet per second (cfs) for our residents and businesses, 10% of our water right from the Herman Creek aquifer.  There is plenty of water available for other users.
23. Cascade Locks reputation hurt by this development (Image, brand, tourism).
Everything comes with a cost.  The balance must be weighed.  Will the loss of some amount of tourist business be outweighed by the increased economic and financial stability of the community and recreation area which draws those tourists?  Will the reputation of the City be labeled as anti-business?
24. Size of company too big for CL.
The bottling facility will be valued at $50 million with an annual payroll of at least $3 million.  That will increase the collection of property taxes by two-thirds and significantly increase the disposable income of our citizens by providing family wage jobs.  It seems to be a perfect fit to reduce our 18% unemployment by the potential to reduce the number of unemployed people in town by almost half.
THE DEGRADATION OF A LIMITED WATER RESOURCE

25. Decreased water available to local businesses

The City has a 4 cubic foot per second water right in the Herman Creek aquifer.  We currently use only 10% of that water for City residents and businesses.  NWNA would use 1 cubic foot or 25% of the total available, leaving the residents and businesses 65% of our water right for future growth.

26. Drought in Hood River County.
While Hood River County did declare a drought in 2015, the City of Cascade Locks received 94% (72 inches) of our normal 77 inches of rainfall during the water year from October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015.  During the last 65 years the City has never received less than 50 inches of rain in a year. We have received 50 inches of rain only once in 65 years.  We have received over 90 inches of rain during 11 of those years.  The City has exceeded 100 inches of rain four times since 1949, the last time in 2011.
As of March 31, 2016, with half of the water year over, we have already received more than 78 inches rainfall. (www.usclimatedata.com)
Hood River County has 564 square miles of territory within the County.  The Cascade Locks watershed comprises 22 square miles, less than 4% of the County.  The county also has over 63,000 acres under irrigation or agricultural production water rights.  According to the Hood River County water master the amount of spring water NWNA wants to bottle would irrigate only 181 acres, less than .03% of the total irrigable land.
27. Impact of development on the ecosystem.
Any bottling plant would be developed on land zoned for industrial use as permitted by the City’s Comprehensive Plan and Community Development Code.
28. A larger issue than just Cascade Locks - Worldwide water shortage.
The world has the same amount of water now as it has always had, the problem is where the water is.  Some areas have less precipitation while other areas have more.  We have water in Cascade Locks.  The water flows out of Oxbow Springs and is immediately undrinkable by water quality standards.  It flows into Little Herman Creek, then Herman Creek, and then the Columbia River within 2,500 feet from the source.  It flows out of the county within three miles.  The spring water is only being used by the ODFW Oxbow Fish Hatchery.  118 million gallons will be bottled and marketed in the Pacific Northwest where it will eventually reach the Pacific Ocean which is where it would have flowed naturally, just along a different path.  That amount will not upset the amount of water in the Pacific Ocean in any way whatsoever.
29. The impact on Oxbow Spring after diversion.

Oxbow Spring will not be affected by the diversion of water in any way.  For most of the year, the water is flowing at an average of 3.7 cfs.  Reducing the flow by .5 cfs will not impact the spring.  The City has also committed to replenish the water diverted with City well water, which comes out of the exact same aquifer that Oxbow Spring comes out of.  The water is chemically identical.

30. The sustainability of the Herman Creek aquifer.

The City wells sit atop the Herman Creek aquifer.  During low flow periods at the end of summer, Herman Creek flows at a low of 14 cubic feet per second (cfs).  The aquifer has been measured at 8.3 cfs.  The City’s water right is 4 cfs. 

During high flow periods, Herman Creek runs at an average of 98.7 cfs with peaks over 1000 cfs in the winter months.  The aquifer is flowing at 15.7 cfs.

The Herman Creek aquifer has a limited capacity of about 15.7 cfs.  It is like a bucket.  No matter how much water you pour into it, it can’t hold more than the size of the bucket.

During the latest water year (October 2014 thru September 2015) when Hood River County issued a drought declaration, Herman Creek flows ranged from 800 cfs in March to 10.9 cfs in September, which is just below the average low flow for the last five years. (Pacific Groundwater Group Technical Memorandum June 2015 and data addendum October 2015)
31. Validity and timeliness of the data cited.
The data supplied by reputable scientists and companies hired by NWNA maintains remarkable consistency across the years studied.  The important thing to remember is that NWNA would not risk a $50 million investment on a water source that could not be maintained and financially viable for many years.  That is not in their best interest or a wise business decision.

Revised: April 15, 2016


Cascade Locks is where the Bridge of the Gods spans the Heart of the Gorge; 
where mountain, wind, and water create the best sailing in the Northwest; 
and where the “CL” on the license plate stands for Cascade Locks, the second largest city in Hood River County!
The City of Cascade Locks is an Equal Opportunity Provider.
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