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Mid-Columbia Economic Development District Announces COVID-19 Business Grants 
 
The Dalles, Ore. – June 26, 2020 –Mid-Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) was 
granted $250,000 from Business Oregon to distribute COVID-19 Emergency Business Assistance 
Grants in Hood River, Sherman and Wasco Counties.  Grants will be disbursed on a first come, first-
served basis with $100,000 each earmarked for Hood River and Wasco Counties and $50,000 for 
Sherman County.  

Small businesses and non-profits with 25 or fewer employees that have been adversely affected by 
economic conditions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic and have not received federal emergency 
assistance under the federal CARES Act, the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Paycheck 
Protection Program, Economic Injury Disaster Loan Emergency Advance Program or other federal 
emergency pandemic assistance funding may be eligible to apply.  Additionally, 50% of all funds must 
be given to sole proprietors. “The purpose of these funds is to fill the gaps not reached by other 
programs,” said Jessica Metta, MCEDD Executive Director. 

The Oregon Legislature, in partnership with Governor Kate Brown, allocated $5 Million from the State 
General Fund which will be combined with $5 Million redirected from existing programs at the Oregon 
Business Development Department (Business Oregon), for the purpose of providing financial assistance 
to small businesses and non-profits adversely affected by economic conditions associated with COVID-
19. Businesses may use the proceeds for any business-related operating expenses. 

MCEDD will begin accepting applications at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 7. Applications and a full list 
of eligibility requirements can be found at mcedd.org/bizgrants.  To apply email applications 
to bizgrants@mcedd.org or mail/ hand deliver to MCEDD at 802 Chenowith Loop Road, The Dalles, 
OR 97058. 

Mid-Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) was established in 1969 by Klickitat, 
Skamania, Hood River, Wasco, and Sherman counties to benefit from better access to economic 
development loans and grants, pooled technical assistance, marketing, and administrative resources, 
and a regional approach to economic development efforts. Over the years MCEDD’s membership has 
grown to include counties, cities, ports and chambers of commerce within the five county region. It is 
governed by a twenty-one member Board representing its members and the key economic interests in 
the region. MCEDD promotes the creation of family-wage jobs, the diversification of the economic 
base, and the growth, development and retention of business and industry.  More information may be 
found at: http://www.mcedd.org 
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En Español  
El Distrito de Desarrollo Económico de Mid-Columbia anuncia subsidios para negocios afectados por COVID-19 
 
The Dalles, OR. - 26 de junio de 2020 - El Distrito de Desarrollo Económico de Mid-Columbia (MCEDD) recibió 
$250,000 de parte de Business Oregon para distribuir los subsidios de asistencia comercial para los negocios 
afectados por COVID-19 en los condados de Hood River, Sherman y Wasco. Los subsidios se desembolsarán en la 
cantidad de $100,000 para uso en los condados de Hood River y Wasco. $50,000 para el condado de Sherman. 
 
¿Quién puede aplicar? Pequeñas empresas y organizaciones sin fines de lucro con 25 empleados o menos que se 
han visto afectados por las condiciones económicas asociadas con la pandemia COVID-19 y no han recibido 
asistencia federal de emergencia bajo la Ley federal CARES , el Programa de Protección de Cheques de Pago 
(PPP, conocido por sus iniciales en Inglés) de la Administración de Pequeñas Empresas (SBA), (EIDL, conocido por 
sus iniciales en Inglés) o algún otro financiamiento federal de asistencia ocasionado por la pandemia. 50% de 
todos los fondos deben entregarse a propietarios únicos.  
 
La Legislatura de Oregón, en asociación con la Gobernadora Kate Brown, asignó $5 millones del Fondo General 
del Estado, que se combinará con $5 millones redirigidos de los programas ya establecidos en el Departamento 
de Desarrollo de Negocios de Oregon (Business Oregon), con el fin de proveer asistencia financiera a las 
pequeñas empresas y organizaciones sin fines de lucro afectadas por las condiciones económicas asociadas con 
COVID-19. Las empresas pueden usar los ingresos para cualquier gasto operativo relacionado con la 
administración de esa empresa. 
 
MCEDD aceptará solicitudes empezando a las 8:00 a.m. del martes 7 de Julio. Las solicitudes y una lista completa 
de los requisitos se pueden encontrar en la página mcedd.org/bizgrants. Para aplicar por correo electrónico use 
la dirección electrónica bizgrants@mcedd.org o enviá por correo. También se puede entregar personalmente en 
la oficina de MCEDD, úbicada en 802 Chenowith Loop Road, The Dalles, OR 97058. 
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