City of Cascade Locks
Finance Committee
Tuesday, March 16, 2015
7:00 pm, City Council Chambers
Agenda

Attendance:	Tom Cramblett, Mayor
		Gary Munkhoff
		Richard Randall
		Tiffany Pruit
		Arni Kononen
Sandra Kelley

Absent:	Bobby Walker

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

2. Approval of February 17, 2015 minutes

Motion to Approve by Sandra Kelley, seconded by Gary Munkhoff.  Motion passed 6-0.

3. Answer to Committee Questions: 

a. Do we have a copy of the last Wage and Salary Study? Attached
b. What is the cost for the Caselle software? 
Original Cost: $82,582
Annual Fee: $14,460
c. What is the current amount owed on the loan for the Fire Truck?
Annual Payment: $2,460
Balance Due:  $13,790 (5½ years remaining)

4. Wage and Salary Study

There was continuing discussion about conducting a wage and salary survey for the City.  The last one was completed in 2006 for a cost of about $5,000.  It was done by the Local Government Personnel Institute (LGPI).  LGPI sent an email in today that indicates they would conduct a study collecting the data identified for an estimated $2,850.  

During the discussion, it was concluded that:

a. City Staff would do the survey, rather than contracting it out.
b. The survey should include similar-sized communities, communities with similar operations (such as an electric utility).
c. Information to be gathered includes:
i. Wage and salary information by position
ii. Insurance Coverage and premium participation
iii. Rate of sick leave accumulation
iv. Sick leave buy-back programs
v. City organization
vi. Tax Base/Tax Rate
vii. Computer System and maintenance cost
viii. General Fund and total operations budget
ix. Contract positions such as planners or public works superintendents

5. Overview of City/County Insurance Services Health Insurance

The Finance Committee also discussed the medical insurance coverage of the City.  The representative CIS (City/County Insurance Services) will be able to come to our May meeting to present the different plans available and the impact of “Obamacare” on the City’s Insurance Coverage.

6. Water and Sewer Rates for Multiple Meter Owners

The water and sewer rate resolutions were given to the committee members.  It was explained that businesses with multiple meters (either water or electric) generally grew that way.  It is up to the property owner to determine if it is worth the cost to consolidate the number of meters in order to receive a total lower monthly bill.  It also depends on the business model the property owner wants to build his business on.  The provision of utilities may be passed on to individual space owners only if each space is metered separately.

7. Other Matters and Concerns

Sandra Kelley asked about the Fire Med brochure she received in the mail.  

Tiffany Pruit asked about the doubling of a security deposit question that was posted on Facebook.  

Tiffany Pruit was also interested in the PERS status of employees and the rates paid.

8. Next scheduled Meeting is Monday, April 20, 2015.

9. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adjourned at 8:24 p.m.
