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Joint Work Group on Economic Development
March 28, 2013

1. Call To Order. Port Commission President Groves called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

2. Welcome and Self-Introductions. Joint Work Group Committee Members present were Mayor Tom Cramblett, Port Commission President Jess Groves, and Port Commissioner Brenda Cramblett. JWGM’s not present were City Councilors Jeff Helfrich and Bruce Fitzpatrick. Also present were City Administrator Zimmerman, Port Interim General Manager Paul Koch, City Recorder Kathy Woosley, Dave Palais, Gyda Haight, and Camera Operator Betty Rush.

3. Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  Discussion with the community on economic development. PCP Groves gave some highlights of the Joint City/Port meeting regarding the steps to be taken to get the industrial property ready for businesses. Mayor Cramblett reported that the Council is moving toward Option 4 in the Water Master Plan Update.

PCP Groves said that there needs to be a Memorandum of Understanding between the Port and the City on water rates for possible businesses.  

Mayor Cramblett reported on a Small Cities Meeting that he attended in Maupin. He said all cities are dealing with the same issues as Cascade Locks. He said something Cascade Locks has is a partnership with the Port for economic development. He said in tough times people need to work hard and work together and we’ll get through it. 

PCP Groves said private loans may be necessary to accomplish some of these things with the limitations of federal funding. He said the Port is also working on the bridge issues and need to find funding for that. 

5. Adoption of meeting minutes. Motion: Mayor Cramblett moved, seconded by PC Cramblett, to approve the February 28, 2013 minutes. The motion was passed unanimously. 

6. Review of the Nestle Fact Based information piece. Mr. Palais mentioned that the Fact Sheet has the previous Port General Manager’s email address listed on it and wanted to make sure those emails were getting directed to the proper place.

Mayor Cramblett commented that the City and the Port are gathering all the information that they can and doing due diligence for Nestlé to develop in Cascade Locks. He said it is important for the City to develop and present this Fact Sheet.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PCP Groves said the Port will be holding a Town Hall meeting in Stevenson, Washington on April 10th or 11th. He said this meeting could be used to discuss other topics but will be holding the meeting to hear about the affects to businesses in Washington due to the Bridge of the Gods issues.  

7. Report from Port on Washington, DC, Trip. PCP Groves reported on the trip to Washington, D.C. He said it means something when you are looking at someone in the eye and explaining the problems to them. He said the Port’s main goal in going was to talk about possible funding for the bridge issues and also to discuss the possibility of getting natural gas in Cascade Locks.

PCP Groves said they were asked by several senators how things were going with Nestlé. He said they were told that the project is still moving forward.

8.  List of Other Initiatives. PIGM Koch reviewed the other initiatives that the JWGED discussed at their last meeting. Mayor Cramblett stated that he could flex his schedule to join PCP Groves to meet with the governor and to schedule times for citizens to be able to discuss economic development issues. 

9. Other Matters to Discuss. PIGM Koch said the Port is continuing with the 10-12 hour schedule for flagging on the bridge. He said the Port received flagging equipment from the Transportation Department in Washington. He said there may be some funding opportunities available from the Ways and Means Committee in Washington for the bridge issues.

CA Zimmerman said the WaNaPa Street Development project is still on the state’s list for funding and plan to meet to provide more scoping for the project.

Mr. Palais asked about the status of Bruce Sorte’s report on economic impacts. PIGM Koch stated that the City and the Port wrote letters requesting the report. He said we haven’t seen the report yet. 

10. Adjournment. Motion: PC Cramblett moved, seconded by Mayor Cramblett, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.
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