Minutes                                                                                                                                 Page 2 of 2
Economic Development Work Group

May 24, 2012


1. Welcome and Self-Introductions.
a. Approval of minutes of April 25 meeting.

Mayor Masters opened the meeting at 7:03 PM. Motion: Port President Groves moved, seconded by CM Holmstrom, to approve the April 25, 2012 minutes. The motion was passed unanimously.

2. Discussion of internet bandwidth/fiber optic cable resources for economic development.
Representatives from Gorge.net and Johnson Network described possible options for additional band width and wireless internet services. 
3. Follow up report on comparative electric rates in the region.
Electric Superintendent Hupp explained how other entities set their rates and handed out a spread sheet with electric rates of other entities in the area for comparison. He talked a little about the Tier 2 rates and the possibility for incentives to entice business but said the City can not go in the hole. ICA Koch said ES Hupp is a tremendous value to the City. 
4. Report from staff on the Nestle opportunity.
a. Identification of what has been done and planned mitigations.

b. List of what  work is yet to be completed

c. Proposal recommending  purchase of services from MCEDD to assist

d. Preliminary draft of fact based education  plan for internal and external  audiences

Port General Manager Daughtry gave a report identifying what has been done and planned to be done regarding the Nestlé opportunity. The EDWG prioritized the Water Maximum Capacity Test, the Water Curtailment Plan, and the Fish Persistence Issue as the next items to work on. PGM Daughtry handed out a proposed agreement for research that MCEDD could do. He said he and ICA Koch would finalize the scope of work and make a recommendation to the EDWG at the next meeting. ICA Koch presented a draft of fact based information. Kayla Carron said she would be excited to help with getting the information out to citizens. Motion: PP Groves moved, seconded by CM Storm, to approve the fact based information and communication program. Joeinne Caldwell said it would be good to get the facts to the youth at the Portland School Districts as well as our youth. Mayor Masters said facts pro and con should be presented and our youth be able to make their decisions based on the facts given. ICA Koch said we are the ambassadors for our City and it is up to us to educate on the benefits and wonder of our community. Dave Palais informed everyone of an education based program called Project Wet that teaches about water education. He said it is an independent program that Nestlé helps sponsor and they have employees that help with the program.  

The motion was passed unanimously. 

5. Review of proposed Joint Work Group Work Plan and Job Description. There was consensus of the EDWG to add alternative energy to the work plan. Motion: PP Groves moved, seconded by CM Holmstrom, to approve the proposed work plan with the addition of alternative energy and direction to ICA Koch and PGM Daughtry to continue filling out the work plan. The motion was passed unanimously.
ICA Koch presented the proposed job description for the EDWG. Motion: PP Groves moved, seconded by CM Holmstrom, to approve the job description with the words “as needed” inserted after the word “resources” in number 10. The motion was passed unanimously. 
6. Other Matters. PGM Daughtry said he, PP Groves, and PC Cramblett attended a tour conducted by the NW Bottling Water Association. He said they toured the H20 facility in The Dalles. He said there is a water bottling plant in Burlington, WA that is owned and operated by Advance H20 and probably most equivalent to what would be built here. He encouraged all to tour that plant. He said Nestlé has offered to arrange a tour of their operations at the Denver, CO facility. PGM Daughtry said Nestlé has a good reputation in this industry by building the most clean and safe facilities. 
PP Groves said the tour at the H20 facility was interesting. PGM Daughtry said Sierra Springs is operating in Portland and has offered a tour of their facility. Dave Palais said the Nestlé facility located in Sacramento, CA is a two line facility and would be most comparable to what would be built here and would be a good comparison. CM Holmstrom said it would be good to tour that facility but also have the time to talk to community members. 
7. Adjournment. Motion: PP Groves moved, seconded by CM Storm, to adjourn. The motion was passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 PM.
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