Minutes

Joint Work Group on Economic Development

August 23rd, 2012


1. Welcome and Self-Introductions

a. Approval of minutes of May 24 meeting. Mayor Masters opened the meeting at 7:00PM. Motion: Port President Groves moved to accept the minutes from the May 24th and July 26th meetings, seconded by CM Holmstrom. The motion was passed unanimously.

2. Presentation from Northwest River Partners

a. Rachell Beck came to share their most recent campaign that NWRP has put together to offensively campaign for hydro power. NWRP is starting to see a decline in the demand for Hydro Power and the group is using this campaign to inform citizens in several communities about the renewable properties of Hydro Power. Ms. Beck said that they are looking for financial support from utility departments throughout the Pacific Northwest. She said that she believes they are asking for $540 from the City of Cascade Locks.
3. Status Report on the OSU Economic Analysis Report

a. ICA Koch reported for Bruce, stating that they are not complete with the peer review for the economic analysis. ICA Koch said that Bruce still anticipates having a final presentation ready within the next 30-60 days. Mayor Masters said that it is worth waiting for that and its an important thing for us to have done. 
4. Review of the prepared document for Fact Based communication and information plan.
a. Kayla Carron presented the document that she and Rachel prepared (see Exhibit A for more detailed information). Kayla worked with Paul to make sure that all of  the wording was correct and that all of the initial items that were discussed were in the document. The members of the Joint Work Group voiced their concerns and opinions with some of the wording in the document. CM Holmstrom wants to make sure we convey positive notes and Mayor Masters would like to see Nestlé not mentioned so much and gear it more towards the City and the Port's focus on the due diligence that both groups are doing. Mayor Masters also said that he would like to see, possibly in a second draft of the document, some more information about the plastics used in the bottling process. Dave Palais mentioned that in previous joint work group meetings there had been some talk about having our own website where people can go and read about different sides of the issue and that may be a more appropriate spot for that information. Kayla said that she would like to get the final draft of the document put onto both the City's and the Port's websites on the front page, as well as an ad on Ch. 23.
5. Status Report on the City Water System Hydrology Report
a. ICA Koch said that the City Council has directed staff to move forward with the hydrology study after final Council approval on August 27th. 
6. Meet Gary Rains

a. PP Groves introduced Mr. Rains as the Ports new Economic Development Manager. Mr. Rains said that he is looking forward to working with the Port as well as the City and ICA Koch. He said that he would look forward to bringing everyone up to speed as to what he is doing at the next meeting. 
7. Other Matters

a. Status of Electric Rate Study - ICA Koch said that the first town hall meeting was held at the City Hall on Monday with about 20-25 citizens. The consultants heard many concerns from the citizens. 

b. Update from the DRC - Tom Owens said that they have not had a meeting since the last JWGED meeting, and he has nothing yet to report.
c. Recommendation to develop a relationship with the Columbia Gorge Commission - (See Exhibit B for more detailed information). ICA Koch would like to recommend the JWGED get very aggressive in meeting with the Gorge Commission staff and members so that the Commission is viewed as someone to help us get were we need to be. Darren Nichols, Executive Director of the Columbia Gorge Commission, welcomed representatives from the Port as well as the City to attend a meeting to be held on September 11th at the Corbett Fire Station starting at 9am. Motion: PP Groves moved, with a second from CM Holmstrom, to authorize an effort to rejuvenate the relationship between the City and the Commission with the goal of enhancing economic development. The motion was passed unanimously. 
d. Status of Water and Sewer Master Plans - ICA Koch said that the Council has authorized staff to contract with Anderson Perry to do the Master Plan update for the City's Waster Water Treatment Plant. That plan should be ready for Council action and review sometime later in the year and right now shooting for the end of November.  He said the Water Master Plan update should float on the same schedule, however it will be a little more complicated as we are looking at decentralizing the City's Water system. He said this might include putting a well in the Ports industrial park. 
8. Adjournment
a. Mayor Masters adjourned the meeting at 8:45PM.
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